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[Unofficial translation]

Lao People’s Democratic Republic
Peace Independence Democracy Unity Prosperity

Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry No. 1926/MAF
Vientiane Capital, dated 03 Jun 2025

Decision
on Tourism in Forest Areas

- Pursuant to Forestry Law 64/NA, dated 13 June 2019;

- Pursuant to the Decree on the Organization and Activities of the Ministry of Agriculture
and Forestry 603/PM, dated 15 October 2021;

- According to the Proposal Of the Forestry Department 2665/FD, dated 20 May 2025.

- According to the Proposal of the Ministerial Cabinet Office 2252/FCO, dated 29 May
2025.

The Minister of Agriculture and Forestry issues this Decision:

Part 1
General Provisions

Article1  Objective

This agreement sets out principles, regulations and measures regarding
management, monitoring and inspection of tourism in forest areas to promote and
develop tourism related to the management, protection, development, and use of
forests and forestlands to be sustainable and with the aims of generating sustainable
financing for forest management, creating jobs and increasing income for communities living
in and adjacent to forest areas, and contributing to the socio-economic development of the
country and the local community.

Article2  Tourism in Forest Areas
Forest tourism is the conduct of tourism activities in forest areas allocated by the
state, without negatively impacting the ecosystem and environment and which supports
nature conservation, culture, history, research, photography, and other activities.

Article 3  Definition of Terms
The following terms used in this Decision have the following meanings:
1. Forest areas refer to forests and forestlands designated by the state, which
include protection forests, conservation forests, and production forests;



2. Entrepreneur [operator] means a legal entity that operates a tourism business
or other activities that has been legally registered as an enterprise or has the correct
legal permissions;

3. Community refers to villages in or adjacent to forest areas that meet all the
requirements and have participated as contractual partnersin carrying out tourism
activities in forest areas under a cooperative contract;

4. Forestry and Forest Land Management Authority refer to the Ministry of
Agriculture and Forestry, Provincial Departments of Agriculture and Forestry, District
Agriculture and Forestry Offices, and the Agriculture and Forestry Division of the
Economic-Finance Unit;

5. Cooperation contract means an agreement between contracting parties,
which are forest and forestland management organizations, entrepreneurs, communities
or social organizations, to jointly carry out tourism activities in forest areas;

6. Sustainable tourism refers to the systematic development of tourism aligned
with laws, regulations, and development plans that does not create negative impacts on
the environment, on tourist attractions, or local people;

7. Sustainable finance means generating revenue from tourism and other
activities to cover ongoing costs of management, protection, and development;

8. Entrance ticket means a ticket that tourists must purchase to enter a forest area
or tourist attraction based on the actual conditions of each area and type of tourist and
specifies the ticket number, date, price, time duration, the issuer of the ticket, and other
contents related to the site or tourist attraction;

9. Tourists refer to individuals who travel from their place of residence to another
locality or country for tourism, visits, sightseeing, recreation, entertainment, health,
research, performances, meetings, and other activities, except for permanent residence,
work, occupation, or income generation in various forms.

Article 4  Principles of Forest Tourism

In managing tourism in forest areas, the following principles should be followed:

1. In line with policy directives, laws, strategies, national socio-economic
development plans, and forestry sector development plans by linking with the tourism
sector domestically, regionally, and internationally;

2. Ensure tourism goes hand in hand with the preservation of the environment,
nature, culture, and history of the nation to ensure sustainability;

3. Ensure sustainable sources of funding contribute to the management,
protection, and development of forests of the highest quality, achieve standards, and
have minimal impacts on forest resources;

4. Guarantee rights and benefits for tourists,individuals, legal entities, or
organizations relevant to tourism in forest areas;

5. Ensure all tourism activities operating in forest areas have a cooperation
contract through coordination and cooperation with authorities and other relevant
sectors, and parties, and with participation by communities.

Article5 Scope
This agreement applies to individuals, legal entities, communities, and
organizations, both domestic and foreign, that conduct tourism activities in forest areas in
the Lao People's Democratic Republic.



Part 2
Tourism Types in Forest Areas

Article 6  Types of Tourism in Forest Areas
There are two types of forest tourism:
1. Tourism in forest areas under lease or concession;
2. Tourism in forest areas through cooperative contracts.

Article7  Tourism in Forest Areas under Lease or Concession

Forest tourism in leased or concessioned areas is an operation of tourism
activities by entrepreneurs who are legal entities or organizations that have been granted
permission to lease or concession forestland allocated for development as a tourist
attraction in accordance with laws and regulations.

Forest tourism in leased or concessioned areas must strictly comply with the Land
Law, Forestry Law, Investment Promotion Law, Tourism Law, Environmental Protection Law,
and other relevant laws and regulations.

Forestry and forest land management agencies must research and develop appropriate
policies for sharing benefits between the State, operators, local authorities, communities, and
people livingin or adjacent to forest areas which are involved in tourism developmentin forest
areas based on legal and regulatory foundations in force.

Article 8  Tourism in Forest Areas through Cooperative Contracts

Tourism in forest areas through cooperative contracts is the operation of tourism
activities in forest areas of an operator or community with a cooperation contract that
specifies various conditions, including rights, obligations, and the benefits for each party
to develop nature conservation, cultural, historical, educational, research, filming, and
other forms of tourism in forest areas allocated by the state, through risk assessment,
and without causing serious impacts on the environment, society, and the ecosystem.

Tourism in forest areas under cooperative contracts includes:

1. Cooperation contracts between forest and forestland management authorities,
operators and communities living in or adjacent to forests which have agreed on
conditions and signed the agreement in writing in accordance with laws and regulations;

2. Cooperation contracts between forestry and forestland management
authorities and communities living in or adjacent to forests which have been agreed and
signed in writingin accordance with laws and regulations;

3. Other types of cooperation contracts, such as those between a contracting
party that is a forest and forestland management authority and an operator or a forest
and forest land management authority and a contracting party that is an organization,
which provides rights and obligations regarding tourism in forest areas under a
cooperation contract to arise, change, or terminate in accordance with laws and
regulations.



Part3
Conditions and Procedures for Tourism in Forest Areas under Cooperative
Contracts

Article9  Conditions for Conducting Tourism Activities in Forest areas under Cooperative
Contracts
The conditions for conducting tourism activities in forest areas under cooperative
contracts include:
1. General conditions;
2. Area conditions;
3. Entrepreneurial conditions;
4. Community conditions.

Article 10 General Conditions
Entrepreneurs and communities to operate tourism activities in forest areas
under cooperative contracts must be voluntary, without coercion or violence, and ensure
the participation of the contracting parties, which are the forest and forestland
management authorities, as well as define the goals of the cooperation contract to be
clear, realistic, and not contrary to social order, and can be implemented correctly per
laws and regulations.

Article 11 Area Conditions

Areas where tourism activities in forest areas are permitted under a cooperative
contract are areas that have been planned and defined as management zones for each
area, as follows:

1. The Restricted Zone [or Totally Protected Zone / TPZ] only permits hiking,
camping, boating, and ziplining, with communities as the contracted party, local tour
guides that are licensed and have had local tour guide training, appropriate tourism
capacity limits have been set based on the area, and impact is minimal. No infrastructure
construction is allowed in the restricted zone, except for toilets, camping areas, camps, or
picnic areas with minimal impact according to international standards and with patrolling
officers to supervise and inspect tourist groups at all times and have the right to enforce
the rules of the Restricted Zone in every instance;

2. The Controlled-Use Zone permits [CUZ] the establishment of low-impact
accommodation, sightseeing, hiking, rock climbing, food services, guesthouses, and other
ecotourism activities with local guides, except for short walks where tourists can go on
their own according to permissions of each zone. It is forbidden to build hotels, casinos and
other infrastructure that will have a high impact on the environment, including negative
impacts on the landscape, scenery and nature;

3. Other designated zones [e.g., buffer zone] is where all tourism activities in the
forest area are permitted under a cooperative contract, which do not have negative
impacts on the environment.

Article 12 Entrepreneurs Conditions
The conditions for tourism operators in forest areas under cooperative contracts
are as follows :
1. Legal enterprise registration;



2. Alegal tourism business operating license;

3. Certificate of compliance with customs, taxes, fees, and other service charges
properly in accordance with laws and regulations;

4. Experience or specialized background in tourism,Forestry Sciences and
Environment, or other related specialties.

Domestic tourism operators with experience and outstanding performance will
be given special consideration to operate tourism activities in forest areas under
cooperative contracts.

Article 13 Community Conditions
The criteria for a community to be a tourism partner in a cooperative contract are
as follows :

1. Avillage with personnel and activities in accordance with its role;

2. There are village rules on forest management, protection, development, and
use that are in line with legal regulations;

3. The village is located in or adjacent to a forest area that will operate tourism
activities under a cooperative contract;

4. There is an office or place where work can be done, and there is a regular
system for resolving the work of the village administration.

In the case of villages with community development plans, villages that have
completed zoning plans, or villages with conservation contracts, special consideration
will be given.

Article 14 Procedures for Tourism in Forest Areas under Cooperative Contracts
Tourism in forest areas under cooperative contracts must follow the following
steps:
Proposal;
Feasibility study;
Preparation of the cooperation contract;
Approval of the signing of the cooperation contract;
Signing the cooperation contract;
Implementation;
Evaluation of the implementation of the cooperation contract.

NNk LD =

Article 15 Proposal

Entrepreneurs, communities who intend to carry out tourism activities in forest
areas under a cooperative contract in a particular area as specified in Article 8 of this
Agreement, [must] submit their intention to the relevant forestry and forest land
management authority responsible for the forest area according to the forest
management division as defined in Form 1.

After receiving the proposal and completed and correct documents, the relevant
forestry and forest land management authority shall coordinate with relevant parties to jointly
conduct research and submit a proposal to the Department of Foresty or Provincial Agriculture
and Forestry Department according to the division of management authority for consideration
in approving the feasibility study within ten working days from receiving the proposal and
complete and correct documents.



Article 16 Feasibility Study
Operators and communities that have been approved to conduct a preliminary
feasibility study shall follow the following steps:
1. Collaborate with relevant forestry and forest land management agencies to draft
a memorandum of understanding for a feasibility study that specifies conditions,
timelines, and other contents. according to Form 1 for proposal to the Ministry of
Agriculture and Forestry, Vientiane Capital Mayor or Provincial Governor according to
management divisions, for consideration of approval and signature of the cooperative
contract;

2. Conduct a survey to collect information and draft documents in the following

order :

- Study basic information including socio-economics, natural suitability such as
climate, topography, water resources, land use, local labor, survey forest conditions and
forest resources, consultation and consensus with local people to achieve consensus and
agreement with local people from communities using free prior informed consent and
voting (FPIC) procedures and addressing other necessary issues;

- Create a technical-economic analysis document, such as conditions, activities,
methods, responsibilities of each party, obligations to be implemented together, benefits
of each party, environmental impacts to be managed, comments from relevant village
organizations, and other information specified in Form 2. To be proposed and approved
by the Agriculture and Forestry Sector and other relevant sectors;

- Create documents and reports on environmental impact assessment, including
appropriate remedial measures, with verification and approval from relevant sectors in
accordance with relevant laws and regulations;

Relevant forest and forest land management agencies at each level, such as the
Department of Forestry and the Provincial Department of Agriculture and Forestry, is
the central coordinating authority with relevant stakeholders at relevant levels, such as
Planning and Investment, Information, Culture and Tourism sectors, and others, to hold
meetings to study and consider permitting tourism activities in forest areas under
cooperation contracts, as well as to prepare meeting minutes to serve as a basis for
reports to higher levels to consider, approve, and prepare cooperation contracts.

Article 17 Preparation of the Cooperation Contract
The relevant forest and forest land management authority assigned to be the lead
agency shall coordinate with the approved operators and communities to draft the
cooperation contract according to Form 3, which is one part of this Decision. Following this, a
meeting will be held with relevant parties to review, approve, and endorse the draft contract,
as well as to prepare meeting minutes as a basis for reports to higher levels for approval to
sign the cooperation contract.

Article 18 Approval of Signing the Cooperation Contract
The relevant forest and forest land management agency is assigned to prepare a draft
proposal with relevant documents attached, submit it to the higher authority for
consideration, and issue an approval to sign the contract according to the following
management decentralization:



1. The Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry approves the signing of a cooperation
contract to conduct tourism activities in national forest areas at the proposal of the
Department of Forestry;

2. The Vientiane Capital Mayor or Provincial Governor approves the signing of
cooperation contracts to conduct tourism activities in forest areas at the provincial and district
levels, based on the proposal of the Provincial Department of Agriculture and Forestry.

Article 19 Signing of the Cooperation Contract

The signing of a cooperation contract occurs after approval is granted per Article
18 of this Decision.

The authorized forest and forest land management authority, together with the
operator and communities approved to sign the contract, jointly organizes the contract
signing ceremony by inviting the next higher level to sit as chairman, and relevant parties
at each level to attend as witnesses within ten working days after approval is granted to
sign the cooperative contract.

Article 20 Implementation of the Cooperative Contract

The cooperation contract shall be effective and implemented from the time
specified in the cooperation contract until the expiration date specified in the
cooperation contract. In cases where it is not specified in the cooperation contract, it
shall be counted from the date of signing the contract until the expiration of the specified
term of the contract.

Implementation of various activities of each party should be based on the content
specified in the contract, and by regularly discussing various issues related to the
implementation of the contract, to ensure the implementation is highly successful. In the
event that either party finds that the implementation of the contract has not gone
according to plan or is not in accordance with the content of the mutually agreed
contract, or other problems occur, obstacles to the implementation of the contract
should be discussed to solve problems together in line with the situation.

Article 21 Evaluation of the Implementation of the Cooperation Contract

The evaluation of the implementation of a cooperation contract is the assessment
and evaluation of the efficiency and effectiveness of the implementation of any or all
activities specified in the cooperation contract to improve and resolve problems that are
not in line with the actual situation, are not in line with higher-level legislation, where
there are gaps, have an impact on the implementation of the cooperation contract, or
cannot be implemented.

Forest and forestland management authorities are responsible for evaluating the
implementation of the cooperation contract by creating an evaluation plan, conducting
the evaluation, and reporting the evaluation results to their superiors periodically, at
least once a year, through the participation and consultation of relevant communities,
including women, ethnic groups, and village leaders.

Article 22 Suspension of and Changes to the Cooperation Contract
The suspension of the implementation of the cooperation contract is a temporary
suspension of tourism activities in forest areas under cooperative contracts by the
contracting parties themselves due to any problem that arises or if the parties are unable
to execute content of the contract based on the consent of the contracting parties; or



where relevant government agencies order suspension because of a contracting party
conducting tourism activities in forest areas under cooperative contracts not in
accordance with permitted activities and there have been warnings from relevant
authorities given in advance.

Changes to the cooperation contract are additions, deletions, or removals of some
of the content of the cooperation contract based on the mutual agreement of the
contracting parties in writing, and which are submitted to the higher-level of the forestry
and forestland management agency for consideration.

Article 23 Cancellation and Termination of the Contract

A cooperation contract may be canceled based on the agreement of the contracting
parties in writing and with recognition from the provincial Department of Agriculture and
Forestry or Department of Forestry, according to the management authority level, the
Department of Information, Culture and Tourism, and the relevant provincial government
office.

The cooperation contract has a maximum term of twenty years and can be renewed,
except for cooperation contracts that have not been implemented correctly or completely,
the contracting parties have joined as one, the contract cannot be performed, the
contracting party on one side dies and which another person cannot continue the
contract, the contractor is ordered to close or goes bankrupt, or the cooperative contract
is canceled by the forestry and forestland management authority due to serious
violations of laws and regulations by the contracting party or failure to make corrections
as notified by the Provincial Department of Agriculture and Forestry or the Department
of Forestry at the appropriate level.

Part 4
Management and Use of Revenue from Tourism in Forest Areas

Article 24 Sources of income
Part of the revenue generated from tourism activities in forest areas under
cooperative contracts should be based on the cooperative forest tourism model to
support conservation and monitoring as follows:

1. The sources of income from conducting tourism activities in forest areas under
cooperative contracts between forestry and forestland management authorities,
operators, and communities are as follows:

— Five percent ( 5% ) of the total income of the operator from conducting tourism
activities in forest areas under cooperative contracts;

— One hundred percent (100%) of the entry fee, subject to a minimum rate of
three US dollars for foreign tourists and twenty thousand kip for Lao tourists
aged fifteen to seventy years;

— Interest on deposits;

— Contributions from individuals, legal entities, and other legitimate
organizations;



2. Sources of income from conducting tourism activities in forest areas under
cooperative contracts between forestry and forestland management authorities
and communities, and other types of cooperative contracts are as follows:

— One hundred percent (100%) of the entry fee, subject to a minimum rate of
three US dollars for foreign tourists and twenty thousand kip for Lao tourists
aged fifteen to seventy years;

— Interest on deposits;

— Contributions from individuals, legal entities, and other legitimate
organizations.

Article 25 Revenue Management

The management of income from tourism activities in forest areas under
cooperative contracts is the management of all income from tourism in forest areas
under cooperative contracts in accordance with the objectives, are economical and
efficient, with the forestry and forestland management authority managing and sharing
the income in accordance with Article 27 of this Decision to cover the costs of future
management of the area and be financially self-sufficient, as well as manage sustainable
tourism in the future based on sustainable finance principles and by ensuring transparency
and accountability.

Article 26 Use of income

Income generated from tourism activities in forest areas under cooperative
contracts, as specified in Article 23 of this Decision shall be used for the following
purposes:

1. Manage, protect, and develop the forest area for maximum quality according
to sustainable tourism principles;

2. Implement various activities related to the responsibilities of the forest and
forest land management authority as specified in the cooperation contract;

3. Create and update regulations, manuals, and documents relating to
cooperative tourism in forest areas;

4. Publicize laws, sub-laws, and regulations regarding conservation and
cooperative tourism in forest areas;

5. Provide technical training to operators, communities, and the general public to
understand the location, role, importance, and value of biodiversity, conservation, and
cooperative tourism in forest areas;

6. Contribute to the development of districts and villages in or adjacent to forest
areas that conduct tourism activities in forest areas under cooperative contracts;

7. Implement policies for those who have merit or outstanding achievements in
managing, protecting, and developing forests in the area.

Article 27 Revenue Sharing
Total income from the implementation of tourism activities in forest areas under
a cooperative contract as specified in Article 24 of this Agreement shall be calculated as
one hundred percent (100%) and divided into three parts as follows:
1. Sixty percent (60 %) of the total revenue is given to the forestry and forestland
management authorities. This first share is calculated as one hundred percent (100%)
and then divided into two: eighty percent ( 80 %) is given to the forestry and forestland



management authority, which is a cooperation partner, to protect forests, and twenty
percent (20 %) is donated to the Forest Protection Fund;

2. Ten percent (10%) of total income is allocated to relevant provincial
departments and district offices for use in inspecting, monitoring forest conservation work,
publicizing, and promotion;

3. Thirty percent (30 %) of all income is given as development funds for villages
located in or adjacent to forest areas that carry out tourism activities in forest areas
under cooperative contracts, especially for use in forest management, protection, and
development.

Part 5
Prohibitions

Article 28 General Prohibitions

Individuals, legal entities, and organizations are prohibited from engaging in any
of the following behaviors:

1. Destruction of forest resources and the environment related to tourism in
forest areas;

2. Creating obstacles, making noise, organizing events, and organizing various
activities at tourist sites in forest areas without permission;

3. Taking plants, animals or their parts out of forest areas without permission;

4. Dispose of waste, build fires, and throw away cigarettes or other activities that
cause fires or forest fires;

5. Encroaching, occupying, or constructing anything in forest areas without
permission;

6. Providing information, misleading advertising, and defamation to cause harm
to operators, communities, or officials;

7. Other behaviors that violate laws and regulations.

Article 29 Prohibitions for Tourists

Tourists using tourism services in forest areas under cooperative contracts are

prohibited from engaging in any of the following behaviors:

1. Violating the rules of tourist sites in cooperative forest areas;

2. Entering restricted areas (including strategic areas, strict forest protection
areas, private areas, sacred forests, cemeteries, etc.) without permission;

3. Exploiting cooperation contracts for human trafficking, prostitution, sexual
exploitation, group sex, sexual harassment, sexual assault, labor exploitation,
child labor, gambling, drug trafficking, drug use or distribution;

4. Excessive noise levels, which disturb wildlife and cause noise pollution;

5. Other behavior that violates laws and regulations. Including behavior that
poses a risk to the health and safety of the community, tourists, and all
relevant individuals or society.

Article 30 Prohibitions for Entrepreneurs [Operators]
Operators are prohibited from any of the following behaviors:
1. Conducting tourism service activities without permission;
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2. Conducting tourism service activities that are not in line with the tourism
development plan or environmental impact assessment plan, or causing damage to
tourist attractions, tourist sites, the environment, or scenery;

3. Providing services or guiding tourists to visit prohibited places;

4. Performing tourism services that violate health and safety rules, regulations,
and laws;

5. Seeking illegal benefits from tourists;

6. Transferring or having someone else perform the cooperation contract without
obtaining the consent of the contracting party;

7. Other behaviors that violate laws and regulations.

Article 31 Prohibitions for Civil Servants and Relevant Authorities

Civil servants and related officials are prohibited from engaging in any of the
following behaviors:

1. Abuse of rights, duties, positions, and responsibilities to threaten or demand
benefits from operators, communities, tourists, and other individuals;

2. Collusion with businessmen or communities to benefit themselves, their
relatives, or their friends;

3. Restrain, impede, delay, ignore, or neglect the duties assigned by the agency;

4. Revealing state secrets or official secrets, forging documents, or using forged
documents;

5. Other behaviors that violate laws and regulations.

Part 6
Management and Work Inspection of Tourism in Forest Areas through
Cooperative Contracts

Article 32 Management of tourism in forest areas through cooperative contracts

The Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry is the central manager of tourism in
forest areas through a cooperative contract, with the Department of Forestry being
directly responsible and coordinating with the regional departments and relevant parties
at both central and local levels.

The organization responsible for tourism in forest areas under cooperative
contracts is also the forestry and forestland management authority, consisting of :

1. At the central level, the Department of Forestry, Ministry of Agriculture and
Forestry;

2. At the provincial level, the Department of Agriculture and Forestry;

3. At the district level, the Office of Agriculture and Forestry;

4. Provincial Conservation-Protection Forest Management Units, National Park
Management Units, and the National Protected Area Management Division;

Article 33 Rights and Duties of the Department of Forestry

In managing tourism in forest areas under cooperative contracts, the Department
of Forestry has the following rights and duties:

1. Research laws, policies, and related strategies regarding forest tourism
nationwide to submit to higher levels for consideration;

11



2. Develop policies, strategic plans, laws into plans, programs, and projects on
nature tourism, as well as publicize, disseminate, and implement;

3. Collaborate with other relevant parties to define plans to protect, conserve,
restore, develop, and promote forest area tourism attractions nationwide;

4. Define and create templates, application forms, and related documents to
provide to applicants for approval of tourism cooperation contracts in forest areas.

5. Coordinate and provide information on submitting registration and classifying
tourist sites according to the standards and conditions for classification across categories
as set by the Information, Culture and Tourism Sector;

6. Supervise, encourage, and monitor the organization of activities and
implementation of policies, plans, projects, and regulations regarding tourism in forest
areas, which depend on its responsibilities;

7. Manage and use forest development funds in a planned and effective manner,
in accordance with the goals and objectives of the fund, and relevant principles and
regulations;

8. Coordinate with the Ministry of Information, Culture and Tourism and other
relevant sectorsin surveying, collecting data, researching, and planningthe development of
tourism destinations;

9. Consider permitting tourism activities in forest areas under cooperative
contracts that cover more than one province, as well as suspending or canceling such
activities in coordination with other relevant parties;

10. Cooperate with foreign countries, regions, and the international community on
tourism in forest areas;

11. Receive and resolve proposals regarding tourism in forest areas;

12. Summarize and report on the implementation of tourism activities in forest
areas under cooperative contracts to the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry on a regular
basis;

13. Exercise other rights and perform other duties as prescribed by laws and
regulations.

Article 34 Rights and Duties of the Provincial Department of Agriculture and Forestry

In the management of tourism cooperative contracts in forest areas, the Provincial
Department of Agriculture and Forestry has the following rights and duties:

1. Research and develop plans and projects regarding the development of forest
tourism to submit to higher levels for consideration;

2. Implement laws, regulations, orders, and plans regarding tourism in forest
areas;

3. Responsible for coordinating with relevant parties, conducting surveys,
collecting data, and compiling inventories, as well as planning to protect, conserve,
restore, and develop natural, cultural, and historical tourism sites in forest areas;

4. Study and consider permitting tourism activities in forest areas under
cooperative contracts with specific areas in Vientiane Capital or in provinces, as well as
suspending or canceling such activities in coordination with relevant parties;

5. Receive and resolve proposals regarding tourism cooperative contracts in
forest areas;

6. Nurture, create, and organize training for personnel on working in tourism in
forest areas within their area of responsibility;
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7. Liaise with foreign countries regarding tourism activities in forest areas as assigned by
higher authorities;

8. Summarize and report on the implementation of tourism-related work to the
Department of Forestry, Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry, and provincial authorities
on a regular basis;

9. Exercise rights and perform other duties as prescribed by laws and regulations.

Article 35 Rights and Duties of the District Agriculture and Forestry Office

In the management of tourism cooperative contracts in forest areas, the District
Agriculture and Forestry Office has rights and duties as follows:

1. Research and create plans and projects on tourism development in forest
areas to submit to higher levels for consideration;

2. Promote and disseminate guidelines, policies, laws, and regulations regarding
tourism in forest areas;

3. Implement plans, laws, regulations, and orders regarding tourism in forest
areas ;

4. Responsible for coordinating with relevant parties, conducting surveys,
collecting data, and compiling inventories, as well as planning for protection,
conservation, restoration, and developing natural, cultural, and historical tourism sites in
forest areas;

5. Research and provide comments on requests for permission to conduct
tourism activities in forest areas under cooperative contracts, suspension, and
cancellation of such activities;

6. Receive and resolve proposals for tourism in forest areas under cooperative
contracts;

7. Propose, nurture, create, and organize personnel training for those responsible
for tourism in forest areas;

8. Summarize and report the results of tourism-related work implementation to
the provincial Department of Agriculture and Forestry and district-level administrative
agencies on a regular basis;

9. Exercise other rights and perform other duties as prescribed by laws and
regulations.

Article 36 Rights and Duties of Provincial Conservation-Protection Forest Management
Units, National Park Management Units, and National Protected Area
Management Division
In managing tourism cooperative contracts in forest areas, the Provincial

Conservation-Protection Forest Management Units, National Park Management Units,
and National Protected Area Management Division have the following rights and
duties:
1. Research and develop directives, policies, laws, and legislation into internal
regulations and implement them to achieve good results;
2. Promote and disseminate directives, policies, laws, and legislation regarding
tourism in forest areas to ensure that society is fully informed;
3. Collaborate with relevant parties to implement cooperation contracts to
achieve good results;
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4. Serve as a center for collecting revenue and using it for the management,
protection, development, and use of forests and forestland as specified in the
cooperation contract;

5. Research and provide comments on proposals to create a tourism cooperation
contract in forest areas;

6. On behalf of the forest and forestland management authority, sign a cooperation
contract after receiving permission from the provincial Department of Agriculture and
Forestry or the Department of Forestry, according to the division of management;

7. Receive and resolve proposals regarding tourism in contract forest areas;

8. Summarize and report on the implementation of tourism activities in forest
areas under cooperative contracts to the provincial Department of Agriculture and
Forestry to which it is affiliated and the Department of Forestry on a regular basis;

9. Exercise other rights and perform other duties as prescribed by laws and
regulations.

Article 37 Rights and Duties of Village Authorities

In the management of tourism in forest areas, the Village Authority has the following
rights and duties:

1. Provide cooperation, assistance, and facilitation for the implementation of
cooperation contracts within their village boundaries;

2. Promote, monitor, and inspect tourism activities in forest areas under
cooperative contracts;

3. Attend meetings, provide comments on tourism and village development
plans;

4. Receive comments or complaints and mediate disputes regarding tourism in
forest areas;

5. Exercise rights and perform other duties in accordance with laws and
regulations.

Article 38 Inspection Contents

The contents of the inspection of tourism in forest areas under cooperative
contracts are as follows:

1. Implementation of laws, sub-laws, and regulations on tourism in forest areas
under cooperative contracts;

2. Conducting tourism activities in forest areas as permitted;

3. Consideration of permitting, suspending, and canceling tourism activities in

forest areas under cooperative contracts;

4. Addressing proposals from operators, communities, or people regarding
tourism in forest areas through cooperative contracts;

5. Implementing a policy of rewarding outstanding performers and applying
various measures to those who violate the law;

6. Other content deemed necessary.

Article 39 Inspection Method
The method for inspecting tourism in forest areas through cooperative contracts
consists of:
1. Regular inspections, which are planned inspections that are regular, have a
specific timeframe, and carried out at least once a year;
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2. Inspection with prior notice, which is an inspection when deemed necessary,
with at least one day's notice to the person being inspected;

3. Asurprise inspection is an inspection conducted without informing the person
being inspected in advance.

When inspecting tourism activities in forest areas under cooperative contracts,
the law must be strictly followed.

Article 40 Conflict Resolution

Disputes arising from the implementation of tourism activities in forest areas
under a cooperative contract shall be resolved by the contracting parties through
compromise or mediation by the village administration with the participation of the
village mediation committee and the district justice office. In case of failure to reach an
agreement, administrative resolution shall be carried out by the relevant state agency or
by the economic dispute resolution agency, or the people's court shall decide according
to the law.

Part 7
Policies for High-performing Parties and Measures against Violators

Article 41 Policies for High-performing Parties
Individuals, legal entities, or organizations that have outstanding achievements in
implementing this agreement, such as encouraging, promoting, managing, monitoring,
and inspecting tourism activities in forest areas under cooperative contracts, will receive
awards and other policies in accordance with regulations.
Article 42 Measures against Violators
Individuals, legal entities, or organizations that violate this agreement will be
reprimanded, warned, disciplined, fined, compensated for the civil damages they have
incurred, or criminally punished according to law, depending on the severity of the case.

Part 8
Final Provisions

Article 43 Implementation
It is delegated to the Department of Forestry, Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry,
to be responsible for coordinating with relevant departments at both the central and
local levels to disseminate, provide recommendations, and implement this agreement
effectively.

Article 44 Effective Date
This agreement is effective from 18 July 2025 onward.

Minister

[Signed and Sealed]
Dr. Linkham Douangsavanh
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Lao People’s Democratic Republic
Peace Independence Democracy Unity Prosperity
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Application

Cover letter

Company Profile

Technical Proposal

Financial proposal

Copy of Business and Tax Registration documents
Copy of Business Operating License

Copy of tax payment certificate

Deposit slip of application payment
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Form 1

Lao People’s Democratic Republic
Peace Independence Democracy Unity Prosperity

TouRISM COOPERATIVE CONTRACT PROPOSAL SUBMISSION FORM

[Location, Date]

To: [Protected Area, District, Province]

Dear Sirs:

[Insert the name of the tour company] offers to be the Tour Company Partner to develop and
operate [insert Ecotourism Site name] in [insert Protected Area name] in accordance with the Tourism
in Forest Areas regulation No. 1926/MAF, Vientiane Capital, dated 03 Jun 2025 and the Tourism
Investment Prospectus of [insert Protected Area name] [Insert Date]. Attached is our Technical and
Financial Proposals.

| have transferred the proposal submission fee of XXX, XXX,XXX Kip to the following account on
[insert date]: [bank account information]

| understand you are not bound to accept any Proposal you receive.

Yours sincerely,

Signature of the Tour Company Owner:

Company:

Address:

Phone:
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COoMPANY PROFILE & CAPACITY (20%)

ComMPANY PROFILE — 10 PTS.

Form 1

1. Company Company Name
Company owners
Phone
Email
2. Company Registration: License Number:
Date Issued
Province Issued
3. Tourism Operating License | License Number:
Type:
Date Issued
Province Issued
4, Tax Status
5. Years of Operation
6. Office Location(s)
7. Website URL(s)
Social media
8. Staff Full-time: Men Women Ethnic
Part-time: Men Women Ethnic
Other details:
9. Types of tours/services
(focus on ecotourism)
10. Annual Volume Estimate:
Description:
11. Annual Revenue Estimate:
Description:
12. Main Markets
13. Marketing partners
(focus on ecotourism)
14. Average Group Size
Average Length of tours
15. Current (or past) itineraries
with focus on ecotourism
(please reference
advertisement(s))
ECOTOURISM EXPERIENCE
16. Experience in managing

ecotourism sites (4pts)
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Form 1

17. Experience working in
protected areas &
conservation (3pts)

18. Experience in working with
communities (3pts)

19



Form 1

TECHNICAL PROPOSAL

Please answer the questions below to complete your Technical Proposal. Please type your
answers and use as much space as necessary.

Vision (20%)

1. Interest: Please explain why your company is interested in this proposal and why managing
ecotourism sites in [insert protected area name] fits with your company’s marketing and sales
strategy. (4pts)

2. Ecotourism Development Plan: Which specific ecotourism site are you interested in developing
and operating and why? What is your plan for developing and operating this site? (4pts)

3. Infrastructure & Equipment Investment & Maintenance: Which infrastructure and equipment
will your company invest in and maintain (trails, lodges, campsites, and sleeping/camping
equipment, etc.)? Is there any infrastructure or equipment that you propose the partner village
or protected area be responsible for? Explain. Attach any designs (4pts)

Existing Infrastructure Use & Improvements: Describe any existing infrastructure that you plan to use
and any improvements or changes you propose for these infrastructure. (Attach any designs)

Infrastructure Proposed Improvement Reason

4. Pricing, Sales and Booking: Please explain what tourism services you will provide and your
proposed price structures for international and domestic visitors. How do you propose to set up
sales and booking? Where do you propose your office(s) for onsite booking be located? (4pts)
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Form 1

5. Contract Term: What are the minimum number years you would consider for the contract term
to manage the ecotourism attraction? Please explain why. (4pts)

Community Benefits & Minimizing Negative Cultural Impacts (20%)

6. Partner Village(s): Which village(s) do you plan to partner with? Please explain how you plan to
partner and what their role(s) will be? (4pts)

7. Village Labour/ Wages: How many staff do you plan to hire from the village to support the
operations and where will you hire the management staff from? How do you propose to select
and hire staff in the villages? How do you propose to set wages or salaries for village tourism
staff? What benefits to plan to provide for staff? (4pts)

8. Other Village Benefits: Are there other benefits that you plan to provide for the partner
village(s)? Please explain. (4pts)

9. Supporting Culture: How do plan to promote and support local culture? (4pts)

10. Minimizing Negative Cultural Impacts: How do plan to minimize negative impacts on local
culture? (4pts)

Conservation Benefits & Minimizing Negative Environmental Impacts (20%)

11. Sustainable Financing for Conservation: How do you propose? Please explain if you propose
anything different from current regulations. (4pts)
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Form 1

12. Conservation: What kind of involvement do you propose that your company have in conservation
and management of the protected area where you will operate your tourism business? What do
you propose for the responsibilities of the partner community(s) and protected area for
conservation? (4pts)

13. Minimizing negative impacts from infrastructure: How will your infrastructure be designed to
minimize negative impacts on the environment? (4pts)

14. Zoning: Please provide details on zones for your activities to reduce negative impacts on the
natural resources (water, forests, wildlife, etc.), and other sensitive areas (cultural or traditional
sites, etc.). (4pts)

15. Minimizing negative impacts from business operations: How will your ecotourism business be
implemented to minimize negative impacts on the environment? (4pts)

Additional Information & Special Requirements: Please add any information that you feel is relevant
to your proposal. Please indicate any special requirements or requests from the protected area,
district, or villages to make this partnership sustainable and mutually beneficial.
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FINANCIAL PROPOSAL (20%)

Form 1

Please list the value of investments necessary for this project and please indicate how you propose to

finance the investments. (10pts)

Investment Description

Estimated Amount
USD/KIP

Proposed Financing

Please list the value of operating expenses necessary for this project and please indicate how you
propose to finance these operating expenses for the first year. (10pts)

Operating Expense Description

Estimated Amount
USD/KIP

Proposed Financing
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Lao People’s Democratic Republic
Peace Independence Democracy Unity Prosperity

Criteria and Scoring of Proposals
Proposals will be scored using this form.

Form1

amounts)

Points Category Questions Note
20% Capacity & Marketing Strength Profile #1-15 10 points total
Experience in ecotourism, working Profile # 16-18 10 points total
with communities, and
conservation
20% Vision for developing the tours Technical #1-5 4 points per question
20 points total
20% Proposed benefits to communities Technical #6-10 4 points per question
20 points total
20% Proposed benefits for conservation | Technical #11-15 4 points per question
and environment 20 points total
20% Financial proposal (investment Financial Proposal 10 points per question

20 points total
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Form 2

Lao People’s Democratic Republic
Peace Independence Democracy Unity Prosperity

FORM 2
Province...........
District ...........
Village ....cceveverenenee. No. .........
Date ........
Meeting Minutes of Village ............. for

Awareness and Consultation on the Proposed Cooperative Contract

Here below is evidence of the community awareness and consultation meeting that has been
conducted regarding the proposed Cooperative Contract with the National Park/Forest Area........ and
Company.........

The village had a meeting with the forest area, private sector and relevant authoritieson ..../..../.... and
the participants understood well the process and the details of the proposed agreement.

The village raises the following concerns and requests about the Cooperative Contract:

1.

2.

3.

The company agrees to address the following issues in the proposal:

1.

2.

3.

Therefore, village, company and forest area agree / disagree with continuing to develop the
cooperative contract, and the village will hold an internal meeting to review the final draft contract to
provide final consent.

Village...oeeeeeeceeiiiirneneiceeens

Name : e .. Date:
Respon5|ble PErsON : ccceveeeeeenneenns Slgnature
National Park/Forest Management........
Name : cessresnnne ceeeeeeenenee s .. Date:
Respon5|ble PErsoN : ccceveeeeeenneenns Slgnature
CoOMPpany ...cccceereeecnnnnicnnenees

Name : e s .. Date:
Respon5|ble PErsON : ccceveeeeeenneenns Slgnature

Names and signatures of each household representative present in the meeting
Nb. Name Position Gender Ethnicity | Phone number Signature
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Form 2

Lao People’s Democratic Republic
Peace Independence Democracy Unity Prosperity

Province...........
District ...........
Village ....cooeveveevennee No. .........

Internal Meeting Minutes of Village .............
on Community Consensus & Consent for the Cooperative Contract

Here below is the evidence of the community internal agreement that has been reached concerning
this Cooperative Contract with the National Park/Forest Area...........c........
And the Company.....cccccueveeceevercennnn.

» The village held an internal meeting on date ..... foii | . to review the draft cooperative
contract, and all parties within the village have participated in the meeting (village elders,
ethnic groups, poor, women, various hamlets).

The village raises the following requests about the Cooperative Contract:
1.
2.
3.

COMMUNITY VOTE ON ACCEPTING THE CONTRACT PROPOSAL

Category People Number
Population | Total number of people 18 or above
Total number of women 18 or above
Ethnic participants above 18 or above in
the village
Number of hamlets

Meeting Participants 18 or above
Participants | Women 18 or above
Ethnic participants 18 or above
Number of hamlets participating

Therefore, village .... Agrees / disagrees with the cooperative contract.

Village.....coovveeeieecieeieeee
Village Chief Name : ... DAt t it e e
Signature : .....

Names each household representative
Nb. Name Position Gender Ethnicity | Phone number Signature
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Supporting Documents for Form 2

Supporting Documents for Form 2

Outline for Village Stakeholder Nature-Based Tourism Awareness & Consultation Meeting

for Considering & Drafting Cooperative Agreements

Note: The meeting facilitators need to have a good understanding of existing nature-based
tourism in Laos, investment models and government legislation.

Meeting Participants:

Village administration

Village Women's Union

Village Youth Union

Village Lao National Front

Village elders

Representatives from at least 50% of households
Forest area reprehensive(s)

District representatives (DICT/DAFO/LFND/LWU)

Objectives:

Villagers will have an understanding about the following topics.

Ecotourism and how it differs from regular tourism.

The objectives (e.g. conservation and livelihoods) of tourism development in the
forest area.

The company or investor’s proposal details (e.g. partnership type, infrastructure,
building local capacity, employment opportunities).

The potential benefits of tourism partnership for the village, households and
nature/biodiversity.

The potential negative impacts of tourism for the village, households and
nature/biodiversity. How to mitigate and manage negative impacts (e.g. waste).
The potential roles and responsibilities of villagers in nature-based tourism. The
potential different roles of women and men in hosting tourists.

The roles and responsibilities of the company.

The roles and responsibilities of the forest area authority.

How will conflicts between villages and companies be resolved.

The facilitator should assist the villagers to consider ...

What are the village’s concerns about tourism and the proposed cooperative
contract?

The village’s requests to the company regarding the proposed cooperative contracts
(roles and responsibilities, employment, benefit sharing, impacts management, and
others).

Decide whether or not the village wants to have tourism in their village and
continue to develop the proposed cooperative contract through a community
internal decision by community vote

Information that will be collected

Basic village information (demographics and tourism status).
Existing infrastructure: latrines and bathing areas, accommodations for tourists.
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Supporting Documents for Form 2

Foods available throughout the year to feed tourists (e.g. level of domestic animal
production, wild and grown vegetables).

People with hunting/wildlife identification skills/plants/forests.

People who can tell about the history of the village and about the culture and
customs of each ethnic groups, such as ethnobotany, ethnomusicology,
ethnomedicine, etc.

People who can sing, dance or play traditional musical instruments.

Village produced handicrafts and other products that are available.

A calendar of festivals and agricultural activities to indicate when villagers are
available to host tourists and if tourists can join.

Specific taboos that visitors to village must be aware of (when and who/gender) and
list the Do’s and don’ts for tourists to follow in the village (who, what, where, when).
Sacred and forbidden spaces in both domestic area (whole community or specific
houses or areas) and in the forest (cemetery, forest sanctuary, etc.)

Areas of interest such as waterfalls, trekking to view points, caves, wildlife status and
species of interest) including distance (in km, minutes or hours) and modalities
(boat, walk, zipline, etc.) to access those.
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Agenda for Village Tourism Stakeholders Awareness & Consultation Meeting

Supporting Documents for Form 2

Time Subject Presenter Note
8:00 — | Objectives of the Meeting and of tourism development in the forest Forest Area Authority e Review key regulation
8:10 area according to government policy and regulations. e Use maps or pictures
8:10- | Comments by Koum Ban official or district official Koum Ban or District Official e Review key regulation
8:30 (district forestry, tourism
women’s union)
8:30 - Introduction of the proposed investment and partnership by the Company representative e Use maps and pictures
9:15 Private Sector Partner:
e Proposed investment and partnership plan.
e Potential benefits and negative impacts of tourism.
9:15- | e Village Responsibilities Company representative & e Review draft cooperative
9:50 e Company responsibilities forest area representative, etc. contract example
e Forest area authority responsibilities e Use pictures where possible
(protecting wildlife, environment, welcoming guests, keeping the
peace, providing quality services, sharing benefits, managing visitor
problems, marketing, infrastructure, training, other)
10:00- | Discussion Meeting facilitator, community e Break into small groups of
11:30 e Concerns by the community? and forest authority women, men, elders, youth
e Interests of the community in partnering? e Use form to detail concerns.
e Requests to the company and forest area?
11:30- | ¢ Summary of discussion points & next steps Meeting facilitator, community e Summarize concerns and
12:00 e Vote on the village's interest in moving forward with the and forest authority requests for meeting minutes.
cooperative contract proposal (one vote per family)
After- Collect Village information and Tourism Resource Map Meeting facilitator, Company Help villagers to fill out tables on
noon and community large pieces of paper
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Supporting Documents for Form 2

Form for Recording Key Points from Village Consultation about the Proposed Cooperative Contract

Concerns by the
community in
partnering with the
private sector and
developing tourism?

Interests of the
community in
partnering? How
would the
community like to be
involved or not?

Requests to the
company and forest
area? What are the
key points that the
community would
like addressed in the
proposal? How
would like the
community like to
benefit from or
manage impacts
from the proposed
investment?

Other issues.
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Supporting Documents for Form 2

Village Demographics, & Infrastructure and Tourism Status Form

Note: Collect from village administration before or after the main meeting

1 | Demographics
1.1 | Population
1.2 | Women
1.3 | Households
1.4 | Poor Households
1.5 | Ethnicity(s)
1.6 | Occupation(s) 1 2. 3
1.7 | Est. Avg. Annual Household Income (Kip)
2 | Public Infrastructure
2.1 | School Grades:
2.2 | Water # taps/wells
2.3 | Toilets # private: #public:
2.4 | Electricity # houses:
2.5 | Health Post Yes / No
2.6 | Medicine Bank Yes / No
2.7 | Road/Boat Landing Yes / No
2.8 | Phone reception Yes / No
2.9 | Meeting hall Yes / No
2.10 | Village Fund Yes/ No
2.11 | Amountin fund (Kip)
2.12 | Use of funds 1. 2. 3.
3. | Tourism Status
3.1 | Annual Intl. Tourists (if have)
3.2 | Annual Domestic Tourists (if have)
3.3 | Village Tourism Revenue (Kip)
3.4 | Local Guides # [/ #trained
3.5 | Homestays # /#trained
3.6 | Private Lodges #
3.7 | Employed in Lodging # /#trained
3.8 | Sell Handicrafts # /#trained
3.9 | Small shops #
3.10 | Private Restaurants #
3.11 | Restaurant employees # /#trained
3.12 | Transport providers # /#trained
3.13 | Other # [/ #trained
3.14 | Village Tourism Committee Yes/No Note:
3.15 | Tourist contributions to village fund per year (kip)
3.16 | Use of funds for tourism
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Supporting Documents for Form 2

Village Tourism Resources Form
To be collected by the partner company during stakeholder consultations

Note: This is best done with separate women’s and men’s groups of about 5-7 people each with the

use AO paper size and various colours of markers.

1. Has the village ever received tourists? How was your experience with hosting visitors? What was

good? Bad?

2. How does/could the village provide food and water for tourists? How much can be provided?

What months of the year?

Domestic meat

Available for tourists?

Species, when and how much? Costs villages will
charge.

Vegetables

Available for tourists?

When and how much?

Forest Products (non----- wildlife)

Available for tourists?

When and how much?

Rice

Available for tourists?
When and how much?

Guaranteed safe drinking water

Boiled or purified in villages?

Other

When and how much?

3. People who know the trails, forest and wildlife

Men Women
1. 1.
2. 2.
3. 3.
4. 4.
5. 5.

32




Supporting Documents for Form 2
4. People who know the local and ethnic culture & history

Men Women
1. 1.

2.

3.

5. Do you have available or proposed accommodation for tourists (e.g., separate sleeping
quarters or homestay) and toilets (example: use existing toilets or develop new separate

ones for men and women)?

6. Activities that tourists can try or purchase in the village (e.g. handicrafts, feeding livestock,
other) (list and take photos)

7. Activities (e.g. agriculture, collecting NTFP, firewood, fishing) to do in/outside of the village

8. Do’s and Don’ts (Village Taboos)
What (do or don’t) Who it involves Where When

9. Interesting Sites in the village (list here and map below)

10. Interesting Sites around the village (list here and map below)

11. Areas that are off limits to tourists (list here and map below)
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12. Calendar (months) of Festivals and Agricultural Events

Supporting Documents for Form 2

1 2 3
Festivals Festivals Festivals
Agriculture Agriculture Agriculture
4 5 6
Festivals Festivals Festivals
Agriculture Agriculture Agriculture
7 8 9
Festivals Festivals Festivals
Agriculture Agriculture Agriculture
10 11 12
Festivals Festivals Festivals
Agriculture Agriculture Agriculture
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Village Tourism Resource & Sensitive Areas Map

Draw a map of the village boundary (see FLUZ map if needed) and its surroundings, identifying key natural, cultural and historical tourism.resources and any
sensitive or prohibited areas.
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Lao People’s Democractic Republic
Peace Independence. Democracy. Unity. Prosperity

FORM 3

[Unofficial Translation]
Cooperation Agreement

Tourism in the area: ........... National Park / Forest Area: .......cccceeuee...
City: e , Vientiane Capital/ Province: ......cccccccceeeeeunnnene.
Between
National Park/Forest Area:..........ccccc.... has an office located in the village of ...................
Cityieeeeeeeeeen, Province:........cveeeee... Phone number:.......cccccevveeeenen. Emailie.cuveereeennnne.. ,
AND
Company: ............. with an office located in the village of...................... City: voovveeerrrenneen,
Province: .....ccccc...... Telephone number: ................... FaXioiioooeerienenns Email: coovvevveeereenee,
AND
village:....ccceevvnnennneee. ,village: .....ccuuuee..e. and village: .....ccccceeveeneenneen.
City.evvveeeennn. Province............. Phone number ................. FaX covvveeveeenen. Email ..coovvveeeeennn.

- According to the Forestry Law Issue No. 6 4/ National Assembly, dated June 13 2019;
- According to Decree On Protected Areas, No. 219 / LP, Dated June 20, 2023;
- According to Agreement on Forest Tourism Issue No. .1926. / Kp, date 03 JUN 2025;

Thorough a detailed consultation process, the National Park / Forest Management
Service (hereinafter referred to as: .......... ), the Company ............. (hereinafter referred to
aSi...n.. ) and the villages of ............... (hereinafter referred to as:......... ) have agreed to
establish a joint agreement to carry out tourism activities in the forest area as detailed below:

Articlel Term of the Agreement
This agreement is valid for a period of ........ years, effective from the date .......
month ........ year ........ and End date ........ month ........ year........ .
After inspection and evaluation of the implementation of the agreement, the
Forestry Authority / Department of Agriculture and Forestry of ....... Province may issue a
permit to continue implementing the cooperation agreement for ...... times ( write in
letters..... ) but not more than ....... times or .....ceeue...... years.

Article 2 Scope and activities of cooperation
The cooperation activities under this agreement are based on the agreement of
the Department of Forestryr on Forest Tourism Issue No. ...... / Kp, date ..... 2024:
1. Area boundaries:
—Strictly prohibited area: From point...... to point.......
—Management area: From point...... to point.......
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—Buffer zone: From point...... to point.......

2. The cooperation activities include: hiking/ camping / boating / ziplining
/sightseeing/rock climbing.... including other related services such as food services,
guesthouses, picnic areas, campsites ..... based on permission from relevant parties and
strictly implementing the spatial conditions stipulated in Article 10 of the Agreement on
Forest Tourism No. .......... JCOP, dated...........ccoevvevveeeennnnn.

For details of hiking / camping / boating / ziplining /sightseeing/rock
climbing............ are attached to this agreement.

Article 3  Funds to be used in the operation of activities
The funds to be used for implementing tourism activities in the forest area under
the cooperative agreement under this agreement include:

1. National Park / Forest Service....... Contributes land/office/toilet.... Considered
as capital contribution....% (written in words .......... );

2.Company ............. Contribute to the construction of
offices/toilets/infrastructure.... Considered as a contribution of....% (written in
words.......... ). This amount;

3. Village............... contributes as labor in patrol inspection/security/....
Considered as capital contribution....% (written in letters.......... ).

Each party's capital contribution may increase or decrease based on the
unanimous agreement of all three parties.

Article4 Fees

The fees arising from the implementation of this agreement include:

1. License: The license is valid for ..... years from the date of issuance, with
periodic adjustments based on actual needs and based on an assessment of the
sustainability of the operation including implementation of environmental and
biodiversity protection and village inclusion committments;

2. Conservation Fee : Five percent (5%) of the revenue from tourist payments
(revenue) amounting to ...... kip/ person / trip (not per day) to distribute to relevant
parties such as:

— Sixty percent ( 60% ) given to the National Park/Forest Area....;

— Thirty percent (30 % ) is given to the Village Development Fund ;

— Ten percent ( 10 % ) is given district tourism authorities to follow up with
villages on management, provide training and solve any issues.

Payment of fees under clause 2 above shall be made once a year at the beginning
of April each year and recording the number of tourists in the village administration's
logbook as a reference for monitoring.

3. Other Support: The partners agree to provide additional support on a voluntary
and negotiated basis as follows:

- Conservation assistance (in cash, equipment, or other): ..........

- Village assistance (in cash, equipment, or other): ..........

- Other (in cash, equipment, or other): ..........

Article5 Use of fees
Sixty percent (60%) of the fees given to the National Park / Forest Management
Authority ... are to be used for management and environmental protection of area: ......of
the national park and to manage the forest area according to the development plan and
the Forest Tourism Agreement No......... /COP, dated........... .
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The use of thirty percent ( 30 % ) of the fees given to the Village Development
Fund ......... is to be used for forest protection and maintenance of various facilities at
location of .......cceeenneee.e. and environmental protection In the national park...................

Article 6 Payment of taxes, duties and other expenses
Company:........ is responsible for paying all taxes and duties as required by
relevant law, including other costs arising from the implementation of this agreement, as
follows :
1).Organizing annual planning and monitoring and evaluation meetings;
2).Area survey ....... to see the effects quarterly or once a year and review the
impacts and benefits, implenting in April or before the Lao New Year for four days
Including travel days;
3).Quarterly meeting together with the villagers to plan for the tourist season
and annual planning meetings with villagers to be held in September or Early October of
each year over four days Including travel days;
4).Hosted delegates to attend the annual monitoring and evaluation meeting
From:
— National Park Service ..... 1 person (Responsible for four days) ;
— Representative from the district government .... 1 person (Responsible for
three days ) ;
— Representing the District Information , Culture and Tourism Office 1 person
(Responsible for three days ) ;
— On behalf of the village administration .......... , Village ..... , and Village ........
including .... persons (Responsible for three days).
5).Costs for visiting, following up on work and attending the village annual
meeting are based on government regulations including rates for fuel costs, travel
expenses, equipment and snacks;
6).Village tourism service fees including camping fees, the cost of lodging in a
village house, village tour guide fees, the cost of providing food by villagers, and village
transportation fees such as boat, tractor or motorbike fees are based on official prices .
And agreed with companies such as :
- Village ......... : It's money.......... Kip/person/day, in which there must be at
least one village-level tour guide per tourist group based on the skills and
training of the tour guide, which the company Agreed to hire employees from

home ...... people, the wages and allowances of employees are based on the
Labor Law ;
- Village ......... : It's money.......... Kip/person/day, in which there must be at

least one village-level tour guide per tourist group based on the skills and
training of the tour guide, which the company Agreed to hire employees from

the village ...... people, the wages and allowances of the employees are based
on the Labor Law ;
- Village ......... : It's money.......... Kip/person/day, in which there must be at

least one village-level tour guide per tourist group based on the skills and
training of the tour guide, which the company Agreed to hire employees from
the village ...... people, the wages and allowances of the employees are based
on the Labor Law .

Article 7 Rules of Conduct
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The operating rules are the principles, regulations and measures that the
contracting parties must strictly implement together, which are as follows:
1. Ensure that tourists stay together in groups and under the management of

tour guides, with tour guides ...... persons per tourist group, including at least village
guides ........ persons per group;

2. Tourists must wear [ safety equipment /life jackets J when [ ............... |

3. Tourists must follow the designated route. Climbing or going outside the
designated areas is strictly prohibited such as.................... and are not allowed to stay in
the area for more than...... hours/day;

4. Inthe ........ area, tourists are not allowed to exceed ..... tourist groups per day,
in each tourist group not to exceed ..... people per group and not to accept tourists more
than........ people per day;

5. Do not disturb or kill birds and other animals found in the area ......... especially
by shining lights on animals, using loud noises in the area where the animals live,
particularly in area..... where ...... is along the trail of the ....... area and along the
river......... until the area .......... ;

6. No touching, taking, climbing, or stealing......... in the area where the ...... ;

7. Tourists must respect the cultural traditions of the village Including ................. ;

8. Itis strictly prohibited to take food or drinks while entering the area .......... or
along trail......... except for [ bottles of drinking water.... ] only;

9. Tourists, tour guides and all other people must follow the regulations of the
National Park/Forest Area ....

10. No one is allowed to enter the area ........... until official permission is granted
and the area...... because it is a sacred and/or particularly sensitive area unless
permission is obtained from the relevant village administration;

11.Camping and others activities in the area ............. must be at a location
designated by the villagers or Forestry Area....;

12. Garbage generated from activities in forest areas must be removed from all
tourist sites and disposed in the designated disposal area in ..... which is the village's

garbage disposal site ........ according to relevant regulations;
13. Biodegradable waste must be taken out and thrown away.at ........ ;
14.The toilet must be built at............... In the area ............ There are also

measures to limit waste by digging pits at least one meter deep and in remote areas.

Article 8 Responsibilities of each party

1. The responsibilities of the National Park/Forest Management Unit are as

follows:

- Respect and strictly implement contracts;

- Lead and coordinate in forest protection of the surrounding forest, nature and
biodiversity;

- Cooperate with the company ..... and the village government ..... in the
management of tourism in the forest area through a cooperative agreement,
including law enforcement, protection of natural tourism sites, and joint
problem solving;

- To bring in revenue from license fees to support conservation work based on
the National Park/Forest Area Management Plan ...... ;

- Provide trainers on biodiversity and nature interpretation for training village
tour guides once per year;
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Facilitate access to budget from sponsors and donors where possible to support
trainings;

Coordinate with the company to organize retraining regarding first aid for
helping or rescuing someone in emergencies and assisting with CPR during
various emergencies ;

Lead and coordinate relevant agencies in monitoring compliance and
examinations continuously and regularly and promptly submitting reports on
contract implementation to relevant stakeholders for their information;

Help build infrastructure .......... at location .......... invillage ........ , village
............ together with colleagues and sponsors, with the company responsible
for designing and agreeing on the location, and the villagers are responsible
for construction labor;

Notify the company ........ officially at least in advance in the case of a visit to
conduct tourism activities in a forest area under a cooperative agreement ;

. The company's responsibilities...... are as follows:

Respect and strictly comply with this agreement;

Operate safely and use international standards at all times;

Payment of duties , taxes and other expenses as specified in Article 6 of this
Agreement;

Must maintain hygiene standards, cleanliness and Convenience in terms of
customer service around the clock;

Help to monitor different impacts of tourists and the company on tourist

attractions and wild animals of the area ...... according to the approved forms
as evidence of impacts;
In collaboration with the Protected Area:........ and tourism groups in the

implementation of management improvement projects area .............

Store documents such as tourist statistics, tourist comments, enwronmental
and social impact records, including information on payment of taxes , fees,
and other charges throughout the period of operation as information for
future monitoring;

Implement the tourism and conservation development strategy and
management plan of area.............. ;

Responsible for health and safety of the employees and customers according to
the law Labor and the Tourism Law ;

Responsible for monitoring and implementing the environmental impact
assessment plan of the approved project ;

Take responsibility for your own losses and Damage to the public and cessation
of operations;

Facility maintenance and equipment .........cccceeene.... ;

. The responsibilities of the village administration are as follows:
Disseminate laws and regulations on tourism in forest areas through
cooperative agreements so that people in the village can be fully informed and
jointly implement them in a sacred manner;

Protect the place................. ) reeeerrerrr—— Especially trees, nature and cleanliness
so that it remains beautiful;
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Protect the area .................... and nature as a whole, so that tourism activities
in forest areas are not harmed;
Help reduce and monitor the impacts of tourism and wildlife in the area

Cooperate with the National Park/Forest Management Service.......... and the
company..... In developing the overall management plan for the area .......... ;
Participate in resolving disputes within the scope of jurisdiction specified by
law;

Implement approved environmental impact assessments for the construction
and maintenance of infrastructure and other tourism-related works;

Provide quality services to the company and replace tourism service workers
from the village who do not provide quality services or do not comply with this
agreement;

Ensure that tourism revenue is used for conservation and improving village
cooperation in tourism ;

Facility maintenance .........cccuveennee.. and equipment .................. ;

Article9  Monitoring
Conducting tourism activities in forest areas under cooperative agreements in the
............. area must be monitored by the Forest Management Unit................. at least ......
times per year to monitor the impacts according to the operational regulations, security
and other items as specified in this agreement. Surveys must also be conducted at
least..... times per year according to the tour area, using a printed form 4 to record

information.
Meetings to review various issues that arise and do periodic planning should be
held at least ...... times a year.

Article 10 Measures against violators of the contract

1.

The measures against the company are as follows:

Not following the rules or the obligations set out in Article 6 of this Agreement
shall be subject to a fine of two to ten times the amount of damage caused in
the area of....... In the case of a first violation where there is no damage, only
education and a warning will be required;

In the case of a violation that causes damage that can't be fixed, through
certification from the Forest Management Authority........ the contract will be
suspended or cancelled along with a fine . ........ccoeeeeunnnnnns million kip according
to the actual damage situation .

. Measures against the village administration ......... are as follows:

If there is an incident of hunting , logging, environmental destruction in the
area of ...... , the fee will be deducted on a case-by-case basis, as follows: First
time cut 20% ( twenty percent), second time cut 20%, (twenty percent), third
time cut 20% (twenty percent) and the fourth time cut more than 20% (more
than twenty percent);

The new fine will not be deducted in the event that the village........... can
resolve and settle the issue promptly based on the agreement of the
contracting parties.
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Article 11 Force Majeure
No Party shall be liable for any act, omission or failure to fulfil its obligations
under this contract if it arises from any cause reasonably beyond its control. The Party
unable to fulfil its obligations will immediately notify the other in writing of the reasons
for its failure to fulfil its obligations and the impacts of such failure.

Article 12 Disputes

In the event of a dispute , the contracting parties agree to resolve the issue. In a
friendly manner without involving other parties, through internal consultation and
compromise . In case of disagreement , there should be a mediator, who will help to
build mutual understanding and agreement.

When these two methods fail, the contracting party or any party has the right to
propose to a higher-level state organization for consideration and resolution or to file a
lawsuit with the People's Court in accordance with relevant laws and regulations.

Article 13 Contract Amendment
This agreement may be supplemented or edited on the mutual agreement of the
contracting parties or representative by writing and submitted to the Forestry
Authority.... for consideration .

Article 14 Termination of the Agreement

This agreement will terminate in the event of a serious violation of the law and
the contents of the agreement, especially a breach of obligations, responsibilities, or not
implemetning one’s obligations under this agreement.

Before terminating the contract other relevant parties must be informed. In
writing. The relevant parties shall consider resolving the matter within seven days from
the date of receipt of the written notice from the contracting party. In the event that the
relevant parties are unable to resolve the matter within the said time limit, this
agreement shall be deemed to have officially terminated immediately.

Article 15 Consensus Agreement of People in the Community

The consensus and agreement of this agreement by many communities with informed
prior consultation and free and informed consent (FPIC) was implemented. The list of
participants and minutes of the relevant village meetings are attached to this agreement as
evidence of the consultation, including gender and ethical indicators, concerns recorded,
consensus, consent.and others (Form 2).

This agreement is effective from the date of signature created in two languages : Lao
and English, consisting of five copies ( one copy for the contracting parties, one copy for the
Department of Forestry... and one copy for the court registry). In case of problems with
interpretation, the Lao version shall be used.

National Park/Forest Management.................ccccveeeuvnnnnnnn.

NAME & vt aenees Date:...ccccceeennne. Responsibility @ ....ccoveveeiriieirennecnee
SIZNATUIE & e e

Company .......ccceeeeeeeviieeeeeenennnnnn.

NAME & vt aenees Date:...ccccceeennne. Responsibility : ...coocevevveeeieirerecne,
SIZNATUIE & e
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Village........ccccoveevvecrvnrreenen,
NAME & vt Date:...ccccceeennne. Responsibility @ ...coocovevveivieireiecnee,
SIZNATUIE & e e

Witnesses:
District Administration Office...............cccccecevneeennns
NAME & et Date:...ccccceeennnne. Responsibility : ...coooovevveviiieieieenee,
SIZNATUIE & e e
District Office of Agricultureand ..................cccceveennnnnns
NAME & et Date:...ccccceeennnne. Responsibility : ...coooovevveviiieieieenee,
SIZNATUIE & e
District Office of Information, Culture and Tourism..................coeevvvvevennnnes
NAME & et Date:...ccccceeennnne. Responsibility @ ...cooceveveeiiieireiecnee,
SIZNATUIE & e
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